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the important problem of the introduction of colonial autonomy into the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, a task
which, together with that of the pacification of the island of Cuba, constitutes the obligations which the
Government has contracted toward the nation, the ministers are of opinion that detailed explanations and
comments on the complex matters which the project embraces should give place to a sober but complete
exposition of its fundamental characteristics, of the spheres of action to which it extends, and of the
consequences which, in their judgment, the system which they propose to Your Majesty for the government of
the Spanish Antilles will produce. Criticism and analysis will very soon elucidate what refers to the details of this
system; the essential principles and the spirit of the decree are all that can properly be set forth here and at this
time. To do this is the more necessary, since the first and most essential condition of success in this class of
reforms is absolute sincerity of purpose. With sincerity the Government has proceeded to consider the best form
of autonomic constitution for the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico; and that the results have not fallen short of
its intention it hopes to give in these observations complete proof. The Government proposed to itself to state
the principle clearly, to unfold it in all its integrity, and to surround it with all the guaranties necessary to its
success. For when it is proposed to intrust the direction of their affairs...
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