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Coolidge Read; Before the Committee on Insurance of the Massachusetts Legislature, April 4, 1895, in Behalf of
the Bill to Prohibit the Insurance of Children Under Ten Years of Age Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: One of
Governor Long s last sentences, which he delivered in his most impressive manner, was this: For God s sake, don
t let this child be buried in a pauper s grave! and I reply to Governor Long, representing, as I do, the charitable
men and women from one end of this Commonwealth to the other, For God s sake, don t let this living child be
starved and neglected while it is alive, through this wrongful child life insurance! The governor is taking care of
the child aDer it is dead! The ladies and gentlemen who are with me are hoping that you will help us to take
care of the child while it is yet alive, and not delay until its poor little body is prepared to be laid away in the
grave. And, right here, I wish, from the volumes of evidence that have been taken at these hearings, to read to
you a sentence from a gentleman who is respected in this city, and in Cambridge, and throughout the
Commonwealth, the Rev. Mr. Beach, of Cambridge. You will remember it; it is pertinent to the governor s
remark: Finally, I should think the facts in this case, as they have been brought out by experts, ought to touch
the hardest hearts. I should think the existence of the great companies such as we have had named before us,
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