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CHAPTER XX. Expedients of the British to procure Andre s
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HOOK was only separated from New York by the Hudson, and
was almost opposite Clinton s head-quarters. The papers
brought by Ogden were therefore not long in coming to his
hand; and he at once summoned Mr. Smith the King s Chief-
Justice of New York, Mr. John Tabor Kempe the Attorney-
General, and other civilians, to meet in consultation with his

general officers. Having stated the circumstances of the case
and submitted Washington s letter, Sir Henry asked Smith
whether in his opinion the Americans could hang Andre as a spy.
The chief-justice said that a reference to the authorities on the
question led him to believe they could not; and in this opinion
the officers concurred. But Kempe preserving a silence, one of
them put the same...
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