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pendent sponsor of this tripartisan legislation in the 107th Con-gress. ENDA will help put an end to insidious job
discrimination by ex-tending to sexual orientation the same Federal employment dis-crimination protections
already provided based on race, religion, gender, national origin, age, and disability. ENDA will achieve equal
rights, not special rights, for gays and lesbians. ENDA simply protects a right that should belong to every
American - the right to be free from discrimination in the work-place because of personal characteristics
unrelated to successful performance on the job. Since we first introduced ENDA in 1994, we have listened to the
concerns expressed about the legislation and made changes to ad-dress these issues while maintaining the
overall substantive goal of the bill. We came within one vote of passing ENDA in 1996, and | remain hopeful that
Congress will be able to pass this legislation in the very near future. Thank you again, Mr. Chairman, for holding
this hearing, and | thank all those who are here today to demonstrate to this Nation what needs to be done and
what should be done, and we cannot help but get it done. Thank you. HAIRMAN The C. Senator Wellstone has
been a strong advocate on this issue from the first days he has been in the Senate, and we welcome his
comments this morning. O S S WELLSTONE PENING TATEMENT OF ENATOR Senator W. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. I will be very, ELLSTONE very brief. | was listening to Jim, and | am proud to have been an original
cosponsor of the 103rd, 104th, 105th, and 106th, and | will be proud to be an original cosponsor of ENDA, which
we will pass as the law...
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