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edition. Excerpt: .cases of unknown origin to those of known
artificial origin. Further, it does away with all need for a motive
and with the incredulity which cannot believe selfmutilation
possible. A brief study of somnambulism and suggestion will
demonstrate the truth of these statements. Somnambulism
may be defined as that hysterical state in which an idea or a
feeling takes on an exaggerated growth which the patient is
powerless to check. Because of this unchecked growth, outside
the control of the will, that one idea acquires such importance
that it finally completely dominates the patient. This is known
as somnambulism. During this period of the somnambulistic
state all functions are suppressed except those directly
concerned in the dominating idea. Although the other
functions still exist, they are beyond the control of the patient s
will. The dominating idea disassociates itself from them and
develops outside...
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