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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from An Apprentice Course, for Small Libraries: Outlines
of Lessons, With Suggestions, for Practice Work, Study, and Required Reading Apprentice work in small public
libraries should receive greater consideration. Apprentice help can be of mutual benefit in even the smallest
library, if rightly planned. From the standpoint of the librarian such help is usually necessary and solves the
problem of inadequate funds for paid assistants. From the standpoint of the apprentice, it is an opportunity to
be tested out in her adaptability for library work, and for future training in the library school. In every
community, there are high school graduates who seek such work. It is obvious that the librarian owes some
return for this gratuitous or poorly paid service by planning as thorough a course of training in library routine
as she is capable of giving. This is her duty towards her assistants and apprentices. Too few librarians
appreciate the prestige that comes to a library from the careful training of assistants and apprentices. Many
are left to stumble about and find things out for themselves, thus gaining no adequate conception of the work,
and failing, therefore, to render service that really counts for the library. A number of libraries have established
reputations for good training, and assistants or apprentices coming from these libraries are recognized as first-
rate candidates for library schools and not infrequently are offered good positions in other libraries. Believing
that apprentice work merits more attention, and wishing to give assistance to those libraries that are trying to
solve the problem, a series of articles on the subject was planned by the faculty of the Wisconsin Library School
and first appeared...
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