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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Further Proceedings of the Joint Committee
Appointed by the Society of Friends: Constituting the Yearly Meetings of Genessee, New York, Philadelphia and
Baltimore; For Promoting the Civilization and Improving the Condition, of the Seneca Nation of Indians, From
the Year 1847 to the Year 1850 But that progress had been more rapid, than their friends, who were actively
engaged in promoting it, had expected. In order to explain the late movements of the Seneca nation, it will be
necessary to review the previous state of that people, and the changes to which they have been subjected, by
the various and powerful influences of Civilization pressing on them throughout all their borders. Before the
arrival of Europeans in America, and, indeed, until within a very few years past, the Indian tribes on this
Continent were governed by Chiefs, chosen by the Clans, and formally installed by the Nation, in a general
Council held for that purpose. From the little known of them in their original state, it appears that their
Government was only adapted to a very simple condition of Society. Their lands were held in common; every
individual in the nation without distinction or exception having equal rights in them; (See app. doc. G) of course
they required no laws to regulate titles to Real Estate, or prevent fraudulent conveyances; - they held very little
personal property, and that little, from the force of the moral feelings; in their inartificial state, was safe in the
bosom of society, without lock or key. There was no coercive power vested in their Chiefs. They had no jails,
gibbetts, nor penitentiaries; - no Constables nor Sheriffs. Parental authority,...
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