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Excerpt: . . . 11 ray provider. The average cost to transport that same patient by ambulance was 420. If the
patient is admitted to the hospital, the cost rises to thousands. It should also be noted that the transpor-tation
portion of our fee is prorated among the number of patients we see per visit. The ambulance fee is per patient.
We are recommending an additional fee when our services are re-quired in a rural area. We understand that
this is an established practice in other areas and we feel that the additional travel that is required would
warrant such a request. The fee would be reim-bursed in the form of a special CPT code only to be used and
billed when a provider performs services in a rural area. Transportation of EKG service. Currently we do not
receive any additional reimbursement to travel to a nursing facility when per-forming an EKG. This
reimbursement was taken away from an in-dustry when the Health Care Financing Administration deemed CPT
code R0076 a noncovered service. The service had previously been covered. My current reimbursement for the
EKG technical component is 16. 49. This is the same reimbursement that a physicians oBice or a hospital
receives if they were to perform the test in their oBice. Each time an EKG is performed, we must dispatch a
technician who must travel anywhere from five to 50 miles or more. Clearly this does not cover the expense of
the exam. We feel the...
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