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super powers. Back in the early Fifties, India was a young State, still in the process of building its economy. In
those days, India's position in the world trade was insignificant. As would be apparent, the idea behind the book
has been to study the export potential of each commodity, as also the countries which attract heavy import
from India, both quantity-wise and value-wise. The study deals with different items of import and export, which
will be of great interest to those involved in industrial and agricultural production in the country. ltems that are
in great demand require large-scale production. Further, these very items may have equally large demand
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trade in the ancient, medieval and modern periods have been dealt with by different authors, trade during the
contemporary period-from 1960-61 onwards-has barely been dealt with, except by one author. The present
work has been an attempt to bridge this gap. As would be apparent, writing a treatise of this nature involved a
great deal of research. It involved collecting data from several government agencies and trade bodies. The
present work deals not only with commodities, but also with the service sector, as also barter, which began
gaining momentum during the recent global economic slowdown. | would like to acknowledge help from Dr.
Baldeo Sahai, an author of about a dozen books, who lent me invaluable advice and to my daughter, Swati
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