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yeti and its counterparts from wild regions of the world, still exert a powerful atavistic influence on us. Is the yeti
just a phantasm of our imagination, or is it a real creature? A survivor from our own savage ancestry? This is
the mystery that Bryan Sykes set out to unlock.Three hair samples from the remote Himalayan kingdom of
Bhutan are the cause of the investigation. The hair samples were from the miogi, the Bhutanese yeti, that
legendary creature of the high snows that has haunted the imagination of travellers for centuries. Professor
Sykes was asked to identify the hairs using DNA analysis. The miogi hairs did not surrender their secrets easily,
but eventually two were identified as known species of bear. The third remained a mystery. Ten years later two
scientific developments caused the migoi to enter Professor Sykes' thoughts again. The first, a purely technical
improvement, meant that it was now possible to get a very good DNA signal from a single hair. The second
development came from the surprising conclusion of an article published in 2010. This paper contained the
details of the DNA sequence from another human species, Homo neanderthalensis, the Neanderthals, widely
thought to be extinct. One of the many theories to account for the yeti legend is that there were small groups of
Neanderthals that had managed to survive until recent times, or maybe even until the present day. If so, would
it be possible to detect recent interbreeding between our own species and Neanderthals in the genomes of
indigenous people living in remote regions. Locations where the yeti legends are strongest and the sightings
most numerous?Professor Sykes set a goal to locate and analyse as...
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