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Roman Catholic Colony, Religious Toleration Not an Act of Roman Catholic Legislation, Being the Substance of
a Lecture Delivered Before the Guild of All Saints Church, Baltimore The perversions of history which come
before us with all the assurance of truth, are both hurtful and difficult of correction. They mislead successive
generations, deceiving their judgment and shaping their action. Tradition and myth form a large part of what
men call history; and human selfishness, credulity, and prejudice, transmute them into the solidity of well-
accredited facts. No sphere of human thought is so prolific of such misleading as the religious history of
individuals and nations. Often the opinion of many generations respecting some historical character or action
is utterly away from the truth; because ignorance or prejudice has misstated the facts of the case; and most
persons are content to accept the current view, without questioning its accuracy. In this way history is
manufactured from falsehood or fancy, while frequent and confident repetition of the same lie will often silence
the timid remonstrant, and confirm in error the doubtful questioner. The good people of Maryland, in common
with a large part of our whole nation, and thinking people everywhere, have been accustomed to receive, as an
unquestionable fact, an assertion respecting the early history of Maryland, its settlement and government,
which has no foundation in point of fact; yet has been used to mislead the ignorant, and silence the honest
inquirer after truth. The error in question has been incorporated into our school-books, asserted in our
newspapers, reiterated by politicians, in the interest of partisan discussion, and preached...
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